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‘Editorial 


A Negative Press, or 


Negative Human Nature? | 


The Press gets blamed for seeking out the dark and 
evil and then magnifying it to sell papers or draw viewers 
and listeners, including not only the notorious yellow 
sheets, like The Inquirer, but also legitimate news 

‚ organizations. 

Every time those kinds of accusations are tossed 

around, we do a little self examination to see if we might 

_ be guilty of focusing more on negative than positive news, 
in spite of our conscious efforts not to. Of course we are 
Very quick to jump to our own defense, even when we are 
playing the part of our own devil's advocate, and we 
probably are guilty of a little rationalization here and there. 
But during some of our recent self examinations, brought 
оп by the national political news/scandals, we've had to 
agree with some of our big brother and sister journalists 

_ who argue that they only report the news and it's the 
public that shines the spotlight on the negative. 


We conducted a little unscientific research of what is © 


printed on the first three pages of The Wave, because 
that's where most of the negative stories are. We set up 

_ three categories: one for "neutral" news in which no one is 
significantly hurt, mentally, physically or financially, but 
may be good or bad, depending which side of an issue 
one might be on; one for good news, which we figured 
would make most people happy and not many people an- 
gry; and the third for unquestionably bad news. We put 
one mark for each headline, picture and editorial in the 
appropriate column, from three, randomly selected 

| editions of The Wave published during the past six 
months. 


_ Six marks went into the bad news column, 12 fit into 


_ the neutral category, and 15 were good news to us and, in 
_ our opinion, probably were good news to most of our 
_ readers. That's not solid evidence that reports on bad 
' news take up far less space in this newspaper than any 
' other stories, but i does verify that we don't focus on ihe 
'" negative. 

With that Somewhat settled, we started keeping an 
informal, unwritten tab on what people comment on when 
we run into them on the street. We lost track of numbers 
after we talked to about six people. But, without question, 

_ уегу few. зау anything about good news we report. Most 
_ feedback is about what we would call bad news, or about 
пе negative side of what we would call neutral news. Not 

_ тапу people say much to us, or ask questions about the 

stories we would put in the good news column. 
| iat pot of food for thought, we tossed another 
henomenon that we first learned in Journalism 101 


VE. 
When people aren't upset by something that's going on, ~ 


‘they usually are silent. For the mo part, they only call, 


. pictures. 


they're discontent. 
Think about this. People aren't lined. 


man bites a dog, that is news," says it pre 
people drive safely, don't have house її Neue 


Story about a fatal accident Be ee we ге 
was selected as the rodeo queen. 

We suspect that the reason people thi k jo 
only (ро bad things is that they don't fec 


newspaper, which included 47 unquestionab 
story and 19 that we'd all agree were ba 


a lot more of them than the good ones, 
That's just the way we are. Maybe we fi 
our morbid minds and feel better when. 


get slain for ENS badnews. |. 
But, for the record, The үе 


officials when der do good things, just as wi 
them when we disagree with them. Yes, we report cri 
injustices, and tragedjes, and when big government 
agencies pick on our county. But we also report on people 
who plant flowers, win contests, and ассо! p goal 


may crit 


should be 5 the. eason | The 


